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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES — MIDWEST 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [6.20 pm]: I would like to highlight the exasperation felt in the midwest 
and the Geraldton community about the lack of mental health services in the area. I think it is time the 
government stopped talking and began acting in this very, very important area. In March 2013, the then 
Western Australian Leader of the National Party, Brendon Grylls, promised a $120 million development of 
stage 2 of Geraldton Hospital. Almost three years later there are no plans, no funding and no hospital. There are 
no acute psychiatric services whatsoever in the midwest or Geraldton. Anyone who presents in an acute 
psychotic state must be sedated and put on a plane to Perth. In August 2013, the Minister for Mental Health told 
us that services in Geraldton were “a priority” as the number of patients flown to Perth in an acute state had risen 
80 per cent in the past three years. This commitment was reaffirmed in December 2013. In March 2015, 
21 hospital beds and 12 beds for drug and alcohol rehabilitation were announced “subject to cabinet approval”. 
But there is no funding in the 2015–16 budget for these services or facilities. Lately we heard the member for 
Geraldton announce that there will be beds within Geraldton Hospital for mental health patients. I wonder where 
we will put them because Geraldton Hospital is overcrowded and lacks the space for any further services. 

Hon Paul Brown interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: We built stage 1. The government has not built any stages in seven years of office. It is 
one to Labor and zero to the Liberal–Nationals for health facilities in Geraldton. 

We have also seen the removal of services such as Midwest Men’s Health and the closure of Boomerang Hostel. 
Instead of seeing the promised increase of services in both health and mental health facilities, we have seen the 
exact opposite from this Liberal–National government. It is time for Mr Barnett and the Liberal–National 
government to stump up and fulfil their promises to Geraldton. The community awaits an announcement at the 
upcoming cabinet meeting. We cannot afford to wait any longer to provide these services. We deserve better 
than hollow broken promises from the Liberal–National government. Just do it. 
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